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HYMAN TO TAKE THE REIGN
Florence District Vice President 

Barbara Hyman steps into the role of President.

President Pernerva Thomas was appointed
pastor of St. Paul Elliott.

God Bless Rev. Thomas and 
new President Hyman.
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The Purpose: The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose

is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative sup-

portive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church.

Greetings to my sisters in Christ, I am hum-
bled and honored to have served as the Flo-
rence District United Women if Faith
(formerly UMW) President for the past two
years.  We the United Woman in Faith
came a long way. From only being able to
meet virtually, to have the option to attend
Assembly 2022 in-person.  Back in 2020, I
wanted to begin my service emphasizing our
purpose “the organized unit of united
woman and faith shall be a community of
woman Christ, to develop
a creative supportive fel-
lowship” and we were able
to do that through my time
in 2022. Let us continue to
connect with each other.
We must continue to sup-
port each other (It’s our
mission). Technology has
given us the opportunity to
expand how we lift up and
support our missions. We
are able to connect virtu-
ally, via phone calls, written words, and in-
person. We are able to send emails and text
in a matter of minutes. Although most of
the women I speak with are ready to have
more in-person workshops, they understand
that ladies who never attended a work-
shop/conference are able to do so virtually.
Let the journey continue. Together let’s
turn faith, hope and love into action to ful-
fill our purpose.
I can’t thank you enough for your partici-
pation in district and statewide events. I

thank you for participating during the Leg-
islative Advocacy Workshops. I cannot say
enough about Assembly 2022 in Orlando.
The Florence District showed up in-person
and via Zoom and they lived up to the
theme: ``Turn It Up”. Thank you to the
members that attended. Most of all, thank
you for participating in our Mission-Giving-
Projects with your prayers and donations.
I’ve met some wonderful people during my
time as president. The Florence District has

much to be thankful for.
Continue to do the work
that our God has called you
to do. Don’t sit on the side-
line, waiting for someone
else. Use the gifts and talents
that He has given you. To-
gether we will build God’s
kingdom on earth.

Team: Thank you for believ-
ing in and supporting me
during my tenure as president

from day one. It saddens me, not to be able
to complete my term but as I leave this po-
sition, I know it is in great hands. Ms. Bar-
bara Hyman (Vice President) will assume
the role as president. Give her the support
you gave me. Not only is she stepping up as
president, Katherine Graham-Sabb will as-
sume the duties as vice president. These
ladies can not do it without you. Florence
District, we are to expand the concepts of
mission and together we can. 

From the Desk of the              President

Pernerva Washington Thomas

Pernerva 

Former
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Who Can We Be Together?

Building Communities

of Hope and Joy
mission u 2022

Mission u in Person

You Don’t Want To Miss It

Mission u
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Mission u
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Reprint from the Mission Echo

Calling all Crafters!
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Mission u
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September Special Emphasis Month is

Killingsworth

Killingsworth Thanks Board Members

Azilee Dickey and Debra Friday heard of the need of air 
conditioning in a staff  area of the home. Together they 

researched, shopped and purchased a portable air unit for the
small area.Thank you ladies, for your kindness, generosity and 

dedication to the Killingsworth residents and staff. 

September - Killingsworth

November - Bethlehem Center Spartanburg

February - Wallace Family Life

April - Columbia Bethlehem Community Center

Special Emphasis Months

1 • 2 • 3
Membership Census Time

Deadline: August 30, 2022

Don’t Delay • Do it Today

All Units are asked to complete 

the membership census ASAP. 

Go to: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TZSYN2B

If you need assistance contact the MN&O Coordinator, Ethel Holmes:

117 Lloyd Street • Kingstree, SC 29556
ethelfholmes@gmail.com 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TZSYN2B


MISSION TODAY ACTION FORM   

Please Send Completed Form To: ______________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Send by this date: _____/______/_______ 

Unit President: _________________________________________________________         Date: __________________ 

Unit Name: ____________________________________________       Number of Members in Unit: ________________ 
Units, which include all circles, must complete at least 10 of the following items. All units must complete #1.  

Check if your unit: 

 _____ 1. *Made and met its Pledge to Mission.  

_____ 2. Used the Daily Prayer Guide at most meetings to pray for people in mission and for our mission work with 
women, children and youth. 

 _____ 3. Added at least one or more members to its roll.  

_____ 4. Had at least one member who subscribes to response: the magazine of women in mission.  

_____ 5. Had at least one member (other than a conference or district officer) attend Mission u and/or a district or local 
mission study.  

_____ 6. Had at least one member (other than a conference or district officer) attend the District Annual Meeting.  

_____ 7. Had at least one member (other than a conference or district officer) attend the Conference Annual Meeting. 

 _____ 8. Had at least two members who wrote to at least five people listed in the Daily Prayer Guide – at least once 
during the year. 

 _____ 9. Participated in education programs for children through prayers and donations of funds, supplies or 
volunteer hours at schools, homes and churches. This includes Vacation Bible School participation. 

 _____10.* Is a Five Star Unit, contributing to all five channels of Mission Giving which are Pledge to Mission, Gift in 
Memory, Gift to Mission, Special Mission Recognition and World Thank Offering. 

_____ 11. Had at least one person complete one of the plans in the Reading Program.  

_____ 12. Invited a district or conference officer, other than a member of the unit, to one unit meeting during the year.  

Check if your unit, circle, or subgroup:  

_____ 13. Included a response moment where an article from response: the magazine of women in mission was lifted 
up as a way to tell the mission story in at least three meetings.  

_____14. Had at least two programs from the Program Book. 

 _____15. Implemented the Charter for Racial Justice Policies in at least two ways.          
   *Those items noted with an asterisk will be verified by the district treasurer. Rev.2/2022 
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ats off to the Florence

District on our well attended

Virtual Day A Part held on

Saturday, April 9. Our theme

was “Healing and Joy on our

Journey to God.” We were

blessed with a warm mes-

sage of hope and love by

Columbia District Spiritual

Coordinator Sandra Love.

Special thanks to Asbury UMC-Andrews

who served as our host church. Special

thanks to Sandra for a job well done

and all other districts who

were in attendance.

Well, they did it again. SC Conference

Spiritual Growth Coordinator Vickie

Harvey and her team provided us with

more nourishment for our souls as we

celebrated our Virtual Spiritual Growth

Conference Event on Saturday, April 23.

Our speaker was Rev. Annie Crocker of

Beaumont UMC, Spartanburg. The

theme was “Surrounded by Prayer.” Our

heartfelt thanks to all because we know

that Prayer will change things.

Turn It Up! Our 2022 Assembly held

both in person and virtually in Orlando

Florida was awesome!

Although I attended virtually, the com-

munity of United Women in Faith, the

gatherings, workshops, plenaries, day

of service, music, engaging conversa-

tions and spirit of community was evi-

denced by all.

As stated again and again, “We believe

love in action can change the world.”

Ladies you are agents of change, of

love, of peace, of reconciliation. We are

united in sisterhood. To God be the

Glory!

Remember Mission U 2022 is right

around the corner. Held in person this

time at Spartanburg Methodist College,

Spartanburg July 21-23, 2022. Mark

your calendar and plan to attend. Re-

member we are “Building Communi-

ties’ of Hope and Joy.” This year our

study is based on Luke 13. There will be

a study for adults, youth and children.

Please remember to send items for the

Craft room too.

Our Prayer Pals ministry is in full swing.

Have you remembered your Prayer Pal

this week?

Ladies I pray your Memorial Day will be

one of peace as we remember those

who served God and our country un-

selfishly with our tradition of decorat-

ing graves with flowers, wreaths, flags

and prayer . We continue to pray for

H

From the Desk of 

Spiritual Growth Coordinator

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC
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Ukraine and Russia; an end to gun vio-

lence among our young people, a call to

serve others who are marginalized by

this world. We continue to praise and

thank God that He is still in control and

though He allows things to happen, it is

not His desire that bad things happen. I

pray for a world where we give God, our

Creator, our Sustainer, our Redeemer- a

seat at the table in our hearts

and our homes. Give God the Glory in all

things. Amen.

In His Service 

and Yours,

Azilee 
DeeDee Dickey

St. John United Methodist Women and Global Missions in Africa

Missions, locally and abroad, serving

the less fortunate; and giving is at the

heart of the mission and vision of

United Methodist Women. In this

same spirit, Rev. Meridith T. Graham

organized a 501(c) (3) non-profit 

organization, Ambassadors of Hope

Global Ministries, Inc. (www.ambas-
sadorsofhopegm.org) which provides

Christian ministry and humanitarian

support to orphanages, widow

homes, hospitals, healthcare centers,

and those living in low economic

areas in Africa. 

On August 25, Rev. Graham will em-

bark on her ninth global mission tour

to the Republic of Ghana serving

communities economically impacted

by the pandemic and other phenome-

non. For more information or to sup-

port the mission, please contact Rev.

Graham at

ambassadorsofhopegm@gmail.com.

Your kindness and much needed sup-

port will be greatly appreciated.

Article submitted by
Rev. Meridith T. Graham, St. John United Methodist Women)
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FD TREASURER’S NOTES

• Quarterly Reporting Due Dates:
2nd quarter 3/1 thru 5/31 Reports due before 6/5

3rd quarter 6/1 thru 8/31 Reports due before 9/5

4th quarter 9/1 thru 11/30 Reports due before 12/5

1st  quarter 12/1 thru 2/28 Reports due before 3/5

• All checks to District must be payable only to Florence District UMW
Treasurer (FDUMW Treasurer)

Mail reports at least 3-5 days before the due date.

Complete all Remittance Forms with the appropriate information at the bot-

tom of the form.  (ex: Your Treasurer’s Name and current mailing address,

phone number and check #)

• DO NOT INCLUDE EPWORTH DONATIONS IN THE CHECK TO THE 
DISTRICT  TREASURER:
Make check payable to Epworth Children’s Home and mail to the         

following address: EPWORTH

2900 Millwood Avenue

Columbia, SC  29205

If you have any questions, I can be reached at the following telephone num-

bers, email address and mailing address:

Pearl R. Brown

2076 Cade Rd.

Lake City, SC 29560

Cell: 843-319-6450

Email: prbrown2076@gmail.com

To obtain forms you may contact me or go to 

www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/giving

Local treasurers are asked to increase in their 
2023 Pledge to Mission. 

Please mail or email 2023 pledges to the District Treasurer by 
August 1, 2022.

Your pledges are needed to assist in the preparation of the
2023 District Budget and Conference Budget.
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2022 FlorenCe disTriCT UMW exeCUTive CoMMiTTee oFFiCers

Office Name Phone Address Email

President Pernerva W. Thomas 843-325-8648 276 Augusta Lane pernervathomas1951@gmail.com 
Andrews SC 29510

Vice-President Barbara Hyman 843.395.0786 304 Limit Street bhyman1969@yahoo.com 
Darlington, SC 29532

Secretary/OPEN W. Chandler-Flowers 843.855.8581 PO Box 2376 wchandlerflowers@gmail.com
Myrtle Beach, SC 29578

Treasurer/OPEN Pearl R. Brown 843.382.3564 2076 Cade Road prbrown2076@gmail.com

843.319.6450c Lake City, SC 29518

Communications W. Chandler-Flowers 843.855.8581 PO Box 2376 wchandlerflowers@gmail.com
/OPEN Myrtle Beach, SC 29578

Programs Res Stephanie Bolden 803.459.2692 2594 Black Street stephaniebolden1958@gmail.com 

Timmonsville SC 29161

Social Action OPEN

Spiritual Growth Azilee “DeeDee” Dickey 843.481.8493h 205 Kilpatrick Drive deejie721@yahoo.com
803.491.6699c Sumter, SC 29154

MN & O Ethel Holmes 843.382.8631h 117 Lloyd Street ethelfholmes@gmail.com 

843.426.5767c Kingstree, SC 29556

E & I Katherine Sabb-Graham 843.372.9419 513 Second Avenue CNewmanSC@sccourts.org 

Kingstree, SC 29556

Chair CON Mildred Cunningham 843.382.8154 729 Doodle Hill Loop. cunninghammildred4@gmail.com 

Nesmith, SC 29580

CON OPEN

CON Connie Dennis 843.659.2644 3560 Puddin Swamp Rd. cjdenniscd3@yahoo.com

Turbeville, SC 29162

CON Lutie Brown 843.365.4468 212 F. Guerry Road

Kingstree, SC 29556

CON Shirley Woodard 843.354.3600 51 Montana Dr. shirley_woodard@yahoo.com

843.356.9540 Kingstree, SC 29556

X
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Reprint from 
the Mission Echo
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e Flame “Sits Down” with one of the SCUWiF 
Assembly 2022 Under 40 Scholarship Recipients

THE FLAME: Is this your first-time attending 
Assembly?
FLOWERS: Yes, this was my first Assembly.

THE FLAME: Who do you wish to thank?
FLOWERS: First, I would like
to thank the SCI Umiri offi-
cials for selecting me. Also, I
would like to thank e Flo-
rence District and my local
unit Asbury of Andrews, for
their unwavering support.

THE FLAME: When you heard
the theme – Turn It UP –
What did you think?
FLOWERS: Aer hearing the
theme and watching the
promo videos, I understood
Assembly to be the place for
faith-filled women to come
together and Turn It Up ....

THE FLAME: Did you have an opportunity to meet
women from other areas?
FLOWERS: Yes, at the many plenaries and ses-
sions, I was given the opportunity to meet and
socialize with those around me.

THE FLAME: What did you think about the ses-
sions?
FLOWERS: e two sessions I attended focused
on soul care, a new focus of the United Women
in Faith and Leadership.....

THE FLAME: Did you learn anything?
FLOWERS: Some may consider this as common
knowledge, but I learned the history of the
United Methodist Church and how the UMW
came to be. We were reminded just how Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. stated it. "We are not
makers of history. We are made by history." 

I also, was reminded of all of the wonderful
missions that the UWiF are involved in.....

THE FLAME: What would you like to share with
the United Women in Faith of South Carolina?

FLOWERS: We truly had a good
time at Assembly 2022. I was
in awe with the music. ey
lived up to the theme Turn It
UP.  Music was more than
hymns. Many of the songs
were upliing and contempo-
rary.

THE FLAME: What do you think
about the name change? (Going
from UMW to UMiF?)
FLOWERS: When given the his-
tory lesson of the United
Methodist Church, I was re-
minded of the fact that the
UMW were their own entity
within the church. With that

being said, I believe the change is a way to capi-
talize on the fact that we are own entity and can
stand alone outside of a church. In fact, now,
women don't have to be connected to a local
unit to be a member anymore.

THE FLAME: Did you see other women from your
district? Your Church?
FLOWERS: I was the only attendee from my local
unit, but there were several women from the
Florence District. e Florence district was
well represented.

THE FLAME: If you had to share one thing you
learned with others, what would it be?
FLOWERS: e UWiF (UMW) is Love in Action.
I would ask all units “is your love in action?”

(Continues next Page)

Dawnn Flowers is one of two Assembly 2022 Scholarship Recipients. A member of the
Florence District, her local Unit is Asbury of Andrews where Doris Session is the president.
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THE FLAME: What made you apply for the schol-
arship?
FLOWERS: I began attending UMW events as a
tag along with my mom. She is very active in
the district. As an under 40 member, some-
times, I only see the women on
my local unit or district, which
isn't everything that the UWiF
entails. Assembly gave me the op-
portunity to see the UWiF on a
National/International level. Ini-
tially, I wasn't 100% sure that I
would be able to afford this expe-
rience, so I decided that I would
apply for the scholarship.

THE FLAME:  What was the “seed
mission” all about? Did you partici-
pate?
FLOWERS: Yes, with assistance from my local
unit Asbury/Andrews, I was able to bring sev-
eral of the seed packets that were requested.
One of the mission that the UWiF supports is
Cornerstone..... e seeds were apart of a proj-
ect that cornerstone is working on to show

youth the process of “Seed-to-Table”. We were
even blessed with a performance from the chil-
dren of Cornerstone.

THE FLAME: Assembly is every four years, are you
planning to attend again?
FLOWERS: Yes, I had such a great ex-
perience that I am already making
plans to attend Assembly 2026 in In-
dianapolis, IN. My goal is to have
others from my local Unit attend as
well.

THE FLAME:  What else would you like
to share? 
FLOWERS: I knew nothing about the
Deaconess/Missionaries in the UMC
before attending Assembly?

I had seen a Deaconess at Mission u previously,
but never actually knew what the title meant or
what the job entailed. ey serve as a liaison
between the community and the church. e
largest class was crowned this year. A class of
60....
Don’t Stop Turning It UP!

A Look At Assembly 2022

SC UWiF Gather at Assembly 2022

SCUMiF president Cathy Ford and 
Dawnn Flowers



A Look At Assembly 2022
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THANK YOU FOR STEPPING UP.

We said we needed you 
and several ladies stepped-up

to serve. (To God Be The Glory.)

It’s not too late for you.
Contact Mildred Cunningham Chair of CON today 

843.382.8154
if you or someone you know is willing to serve

on the District’s team. 

A full list coming soon.

“Serving others may not always be easy but we will be rewarded
in eternity...Nothing is too small that God will not use it. 

Nothing we do for God is in vain!” BibleStudyTool.com

United Women in Faith Resources

can be order online

https://uwfaith.org/resources/2022-

reading-program/

Contact Stephanie Bolden for more

information

803.459.2692
stephaniebolden1958@gmail.com 

https://uwfaith.org/resources/2022-reading-program/
https://uwfaith.org/resources/2022-reading-program/
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JANUARY
Jan. 15. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FD Team Meeting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Virtual
Jan. 22. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Officers’ Training . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 a.m.

FEBRUARY
Special Emphasis Month - Wallace Family Life Center

Feb. 2, 8. 17, 26. . . . . . . . Legislative Advocacy Days . . . . . . . . . Virtual

MARCH
Mar. 12. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Day Apart . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 a.m.

APRIL
Special Emphasis Month - Bethlehem Community Ctr Columbia

April 9. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Day Apart . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 a.m. Virtual
April 9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FD Team Meeting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Virtual
April 23. . . . . . . . . . .Spiritual Growth Retreat . . . . . . . . . . Lake Junaluska

MAY
May 20 - 22. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Assembly . . . . . . . . . In Person/Virtual

JUNE
June 6-9. . . . . . . . . . . .  . . .SC UMC Annual Conference . . . . . . . . . Virtual
June 25. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Come Together Be Together . . . . . . . . . . Virtual

JULY
July 9. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FD Team Meeting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Virtual
July 21-23. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mission u . . . . . . . . in Person/Spartanburg

AUGUST
Rest and Relaxation

SEPTEMBER
Special Emphasis Month - Killingsworth - Columbia

Sept 10. . . . . . . . . . . . FD Team Meeting.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Virtual
Sept 24. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .FD Annual Meeting . . . . . . . . . . . . In Person/

OCTOBER
Special Emphasis Month - Bethlehem Community Ctr Spartanburg

Oct 21-22. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Annual Meeting . . . . . . . . . . . Marion District

NOVEMBER
Nov 12. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .District Officers’ Training . . In Person/Columbia
Nov (TBA). . . . . . . . . . . . . FD Team Meeting.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Virtual

DECEMBER Merry Christmas

Time Varies

2022 CALENDAR

Moved to April 9th



Have You Heard the News?
The United Methodist Women is now 

United Women in Faith

For more information visit

www.uwfaith.org

or read the JUNE Issue of the Mission Echo

United Women in Faith seeks to connect and nurture women through Christian spiritual

formation, leadership development, creative fellowship and education so they can inspire,

influence and impact local and global communities. We are a powerful, fearless force

driven by God’s love and united in sisterhood. With a focus on women, children and

youth, we act for justice and transform communities.

The Flame June 2022

New and innovative programs will be rolled out 
throughout 2022, including:

• A new, easier to navigate website
• A new “All-Access” National Membership Option•

•Soul Care Retreats


