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Candler School of Theology prepares real people to make a real difference in the real world. Our commitment 
to authentic discipleship and relevant ministry enables us to develop uniquely well-rounded leaders who are 
challenged academically, encouraged spiritually, and immersed in Christian service from the first day they arrive on 
campus. 

As one of the 13 official seminaries of The United Methodist Church, Candler is grounded in the Christian faith 
and shaped by the Wesleyan tradition of evangelical piety, ecumenical openness, and social concern. As one of 
seven graduate professional schools of Emory University, Candler provides a rich context for learning and formation 
supported by the extensive resources of a top-tier research university. As a school located in the major metropolitan 
area of Atlanta, Candler offers students a learning environment that reflects the highly diverse communities of our 
21st century world. There is no better place for ministry preparation that addresses our major denominational 
priorities: developing leaders, starting and growing churches, ministry with the poor, and improving global health. 

Candler’s student body continues to reflect the diversity and breadth of the Christian faithful. Our enrollment 
stands at 479, with 372 seeking the Master of Divinity, 64 the Master of Theological Studies, 19 the Master of 
Theology, 17 the Doctor of Theology, and 7 enrolled as Special, Non-Degree students. The total student population is 
22% U.S. ethnic minority, 8% international, and 50% women. Forty-four denominations are represented, with 52% of 
MDiv students being United Methodist. The median age of our entering class of MDiv students is 26, with 50% of total 
enrollment under thirty.  

An extraordinary gift of $15 million from the O. Wayne Rollins Foundation will make possible the construction of 
the second phase of the school’s new building. In recognition of this gift, the first building—a 65,000-square-foot 
facility completed in 2008—will be named in memory of the late Rita Anne Rollins, the first grandchild of the 
foundation’s namesake. The new building will house the Pitts Theology Library, additional classrooms and offices, 
group study areas, and the Wesley Teaching Chapel.  

Candler and The General Theological Seminary (GTS) in New York have formed an innovative partnership that 
includes the sharing of library resources, collaborative educational programs, and the exchange of both students and 
faculty members. The partnership began this fall with the transfer of 90,000 volumes from GTS to Candler’s Pitts 
Theology Library, and will continue to expand this year via student/faculty exchanges and continuing education 
programs. 

Candler has introduced two new ways to make theological education more accessible. First, we launched a 
Tuesday-Thursday format for core courses for our incoming students in order to lessen the burden of commuting. 
Second, we began offering certain courses in an online or hybrid format. Two courses were piloted in January term 
and spring semester. We remain deeply committed to the highest quality education for our clergy and will offer only 
those hybrid and online courses that meet a gold standard of excellence in teaching and learning outcomes. Faculty 
members undergo rigorous training in order to translate their courses to an online format.  

Candler continues to emphasize preparing our students for leadership in an increasingly global context. We now 
offer 17 academic exchanges with theology schools across five continents and 15 countries, including many related to 
The United Methodist Church. In addition to our ongoing summer internship program with the Methodist Church in the 
Bahamas, this year’s travel seminars included the Middle East Travel Seminar in May-June and World Methodist 
Evangelism Institute evangelism seminars to Colombia, Indonesia, and Israel. 

A hallmark of the Candler MDiv experience, the two-year Contextual Education program shapes our students’ 
pastoral identities by interweaving service at ministry sites with academic analysis in the classroom and spiritual 
reflection in pastor-led small groups. In any given week, Candler deploys more than 250 ConEd students throughout 
the region to minister to people in congregations, hospitals, and social service agencies. This year we have continued 
Candler Advantage, a program designed to pay rising third-year MDiv students for summer internships in 
congregations so they can further hone their pastoral skills beyond the first two years of ConEd. 

Candler’s Lifelong Learning events strengthen the church by providing opportunities for clergy and lay leaders to 
learn more about the practice of ministry. Our Fall Conference, “The Art of Preaching in the 21

st
 Century,” brought to 

campus some of the most respected names in preaching, including Otis Moss Jr. and James Howell. The Spring 
Conference, “The Singing Church,” gathered experts to lead an exploration of the best practices and emerging trends 
of congregational song. 

In addition to our Lifelong Learning events, Candler oversees the educational process of more than 900 people 
each year through the Course of Study regional school and our five extension schools in the Southeast. 

Despite today’s challenging economic climate, Candler remains steadfastly committed to making theological 
education financially feasible. Although our operating budget essentially remained flat this year, we dedicated $4.5 
million to financial aid. Seventy-seven percent of eligible students received Candler-based financial aid, with the 
average award covering more than two-thirds of tuition.  

Our widely respected faculty continues to distinguish itself, both in academia and in churches and denominational 
bodies at local, national, and international levels. This year, faculty members garnered prestigious grants and 
fellowships from the Guggenheim Foundation, the National Endowment for the Humanities, and the Louisville 
Institute, among others. Dr. Carol Newsom recently completed a term as president of the Society of Biblical Literature. 
In Fall 2011 we welcomed two new faculty members: Jennifer Ayres in religious education and Anthony Briggman in 



the history of early Christianity. In Fall 2012 we welcome Neil Alexander, current bishop of the Episcopal Archdiocese 
of Atlanta, as director of our Anglican Studies Program and Ted Smith as assistant professor of homiletics and ethics. 
Our UM faculty presence remains strong, with 36 percent of our full-time faculty being United Methodist. 

Candler draws considerable strength and inspiration from its relationship with The United Methodist Church. Our 
ability to fulfill our mission of educating faithful and creative leaders for the church’s ministries in the world depends 
upon your support, gifts, and prayers. Thank you for the countless ways you advance this vital ministry in the life of 
our denomination. We invite you to visit us in person in Atlanta or online at www.candler.emory.edu to see firsthand 
how Candler prepares real people to make a real difference in the real world.  

Jan Love, Dean and Professor of Christianity and World Politics 


