
GAMMON THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Gammon Theological Seminary is one of thirteen accredited theological institutions of The United Methodist
Church. Gammon is the only historically African American graduate theological school related to the United
Methodist Church.

Gammon will celebrate its 125th year of founding this year during the annual Founders’ Day and Thirkield-
Jones Lecture Series, October 6-9, 2008. “Remembering Who We Are: Seeking New Pathways” is our theme for
our 125th celebration. Bishop Violet Fisher will serve as our Founders’ Day Worship Service Speaker and Bishop
Gregory Palmer will serve as our guest lecturer for the Thirkield-Jones Lecture Series. A Founders’ Day Banquet
and Gala will be held during this event to honor the alumni who have matriculated at Gammon and served The
United Methodist Church for the last 125 years. The Methodist Episcopal Church founded Gammon Theological
Seminary in 1883. Bishop Gilbert Haven and the officers of the Freedmen’s Aid Society had purchased nearly 500
acres of high land in the southern suburbs of Atlanta, Georgia. Gammon initially began as a Department of
Theology at Clark University. Through the efforts of Bishop Henry White Warren and the gift of $20,000 for
endowment from the Rev.

Elijah H. Gammon, a Methodist minister of the Rock River (Illinois) Conference. The enthusiasm of these two
men led to the construction of Gammon Hall. The Rev. Wilbur Patterson Thirkield was elected dean, and
Gammon School of Theology was officially opened on October 3, 1883.

Gammon is the United Methodist member of the consortium of theological schools, known across the world
as The Interdenominational Theological Center located in Atlanta, Georgia. We offer a broad curriculum in the
scholar-minister tradition and also offer a holistic educational experience that continues to stress scholarship and
service.

Students prepare for administration and leadership, counseling, teaching and preaching and a range of other
spiritual and secular roles, with a blend of scholarship in the classroom and practical experience in the
community. The interdisciplinary curriculum integrates theological studies with preparation for the ministry,
merging theory with practice to equip the student for scholarship in the academy, service in the parish, and
leadership in the community. Degree programs offered are Master of Divinity; Master of Arts in Christian
Education; Master of Arts in Church Music; Dual Degrees and Doctor of Theology and Doctor of Ministry with a
Specialty In Pastoral Counseling;
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